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Now in a thoroughly revised and updated edition, this classic text presents a
comprehensive survey of the many alternative theories that attempt to explain the
causes of interstate war. For each theory, Greg Cashman examines the arguments
and counterarguments, considers the empirical evidence and counterevidence
generated by social-science research, looks at historical applications of the
theory, and discusses the theory’s implications for restraining international
violence.

Among the questions he explores are: Are humans aggressive by nature? Do
individual differences among leaders matter? How might poor decision making
procedures lead to war? Why do leaders engage in seemingly risky and irrational
policies that end in war? Why do states with internal conflicts seem to become
entangled in wars with their neighbors? What roles do nationalism and ethnicity
play in international conflict? What kinds of countries are most likely to become
involved in war? Why have certain pairs of countries been particularly war-prone
over the centuries? Can strong states deter war? Can we find any patterns in the
way that war breaks out? How do balances of power or changes in balances of
power make war more likely? Do social scientists currently have an answer to the
question of what causes war?

Cashman examines theories of war at the individual, substate, nation-state,
dyadic, and international systems level of analysis. Written in a clear and
accessible style, this interdisciplinary text will be essential reading for all
students of international relations.
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Now in a thoroughly revised and updated edition, this classic text presents a comprehensive survey of the
many alternative theories that attempt to explain the causes of interstate war. For each theory, Greg Cashman
examines the arguments and counterarguments, considers the empirical evidence and counterevidence
generated by social-science research, looks at historical applications of the theory, and discusses the theory’s
implications for restraining international violence.

Among the questions he explores are: Are humans aggressive by nature? Do individual differences among
leaders matter? How might poor decision making procedures lead to war? Why do leaders engage in
seemingly risky and irrational policies that end in war? Why do states with internal conflicts seem to become
entangled in wars with their neighbors? What roles do nationalism and ethnicity play in international
conflict? What kinds of countries are most likely to become involved in war? Why have certain pairs of
countries been particularly war-prone over the centuries? Can strong states deter war? Can we find any
patterns in the way that war breaks out? How do balances of power or changes in balances of power make
war more likely? Do social scientists currently have an answer to the question of what causes war?

Cashman examines theories of war at the individual, substate, nation-state, dyadic, and international systems
level of analysis. Written in a clear and accessible style, this interdisciplinary text will be essential reading
for all students of international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review
Greg Cashman thoroughly examines the validity and reliability of empirical findings and the theories of
international relations they attempt to test. He is clear, balanced, and precise. Every student of world politics
ought to own this book. (Charles F. Doran, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of International Relations, Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies)

Cashman takes a comprehensive look at the various factors thought to contribute to the outbreak of war.
Using a levels of analysis approach, he presents an exhaustive set of theories at the individual, substate, state,
dyadic, and international levels. Following the explanation of each theory, Cashman presents the empirical
record supporting and/or refuting the theories. In this second edition, the book has been expanded to include
the growing body of literature examining the causes of war. Further, Cashman has added more depth to the
theoretical discussions by including throughout the book case illustrations that should help pique the interest
of students. He has also added a chapter on constructivism reflecting an evolving field of study. This book
presents a most comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of literature surrounding the causes of war. It is
ideal for graduate and advanced undergraduates studying contemporary war. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Upper-division undergraduate, graduate, research, and professional collections.  (CHOICE)

About the Author
Greg Cashman is professor emeritus and adjunct professor in political science at Salisbury University,
Maryland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this What Causes War?: An
Introduction to Theories of International Conflict to read.

Gina Reiter:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict.



Beverly Bell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is What Causes War?: An Introduction to Theories of International Conflict this e-
book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Douglas Johnson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of many books in the top listing in your reading list will be What Causes War?: An Introduction
to Theories of International Conflict. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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