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There are currently dozens of ongoing violent conflicts across the globe, from
Colombia to Somalia, including civil wars that have lasted for decades. At a
global level the Cold War has been succeeded by a war on terror that continues to
rage more than a decade after 9/11. Why has war been so persistent, when we
know how destructive it is in both human and economic terms? And why do the
efforts of aid organizations and international diplomats so often founder?

In this eye-opening book, David Keen investigates why conflicts are so prevalent
and so intractable - even when one side has much greater military resources.
From collusion between rebels and government forces in Sierra Leone, to brutal
civil war in Sri Lanka and the NATO quagmire in Afghanistan, he analyses
current and recent conflicts worldwide, arguing that powerful interests - in less
developed countries and also in the West - may see endemic disorder and a state
of permanent emergency as more useful than peace.

Drawing on many years of research, Keen asks who benefits from wars. It s a
disturbing story that takes in government officials siphoning off aid, militias
ejecting civilians from oil-rich areas, companies looking for markets for arms and
security products, and politicians reinforcing their power-base by defining any
opponent as the enemy . As this fascinating and disturbing expose makes clear,
unless we have a genuine understanding of the complex vested interests that
shape contemporary wars, we are unlikely ever to achieve lasting peace.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Engaging and readable ... David Keen's findings will be ever-more important as the UK and its allies try to
do more with less' Adrian Johnson, RUSI Journal 'Keen has written an important book' Sibylle Scheipers,
International Affairs 'An important perspective on the most troubling dimensions of recent local and regional
wars' Publishers Weekly

About the Author
David Keen is professor of complex emergencies at the London School of Economics. He lives in Oxford,
UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Useful Enemies: When
Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than
Winning Themis a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Jillian Harrington:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them, you could tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Jon Watson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to



beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option
to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is
More Important Than Winning Them can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Iva Simmon:

This Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Useful Enemies: When Waging Wars is More Important Than Winning Them in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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