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For most of the vast span of human history, economic growth was all but
nonexistent. Then, about two centuries ago, some nations began to emerge from
this epoch of economic stagnation, experiencing sustained economic growth that
led to significant increases in standards of living and profoundly altered the level
and distribution of wealth, population, education, and health across the globe.
The question ever since has been--why?

This is the first book to put forward a unified theory of economic growth that
accounts for the entire growth process, from the dawn of civilization to today.
Oded Galor, who founded the field of unified growth theory, identifies the
historical and prehistorical forces behind the differential transition timing from
stagnation to growth and the emergence of income disparity around the world.
Galor shows how the interaction between technological progress and population
ultimately raised the importance of education in coping with the rapidly changing
technological environment, brought about significant reduction in fertility rates,
and enabled some economies to devote greater resources toward a steady
increase in per capita income, paving the way for sustained economic growth.

Presents a unified theory of economic growth from the dawn of civilization to●

today
Explains the worldwide disparities in living standards and population we see●

today
Provides a comprehensive overview of the three phases of the development●

process
Analyzes the Malthusian theory and its empirical support●

Examines theories of demographic transition and their empirical significance●

Explores the interaction between economic development and human evolution●
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For most of the vast span of human history, economic growth was all but nonexistent. Then, about two
centuries ago, some nations began to emerge from this epoch of economic stagnation, experiencing sustained
economic growth that led to significant increases in standards of living and profoundly altered the level and
distribution of wealth, population, education, and health across the globe. The question ever since has been--
why?

This is the first book to put forward a unified theory of economic growth that accounts for the entire growth
process, from the dawn of civilization to today. Oded Galor, who founded the field of unified growth theory,
identifies the historical and prehistorical forces behind the differential transition timing from stagnation to
growth and the emergence of income disparity around the world. Galor shows how the interaction between
technological progress and population ultimately raised the importance of education in coping with the
rapidly changing technological environment, brought about significant reduction in fertility rates, and
enabled some economies to devote greater resources toward a steady increase in per capita income, paving
the way for sustained economic growth.

Presents a unified theory of economic growth from the dawn of civilization to today●

Explains the worldwide disparities in living standards and population we see today●

Provides a comprehensive overview of the three phases of the development process●

Analyzes the Malthusian theory and its empirical support●

Examines theories of demographic transition and their empirical significance●

Explores the interaction between economic development and human evolution●
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2011

"Galor is the founder of unified growth theory. The theory seeks to uncover the principal forces behind the
world's transition from the subsistence livelihoods experienced by early antecessors to the exponential
increases in living standards that came with the Industrial Revolution. . . . This book is a must for anyone
interested in economic growth."--Choice

"Galor provides a mass of data and theory that may help to frame the role of education in creating economic
sustainability."--Josephine Gatti, International Social Science Review

"[T]he contribution to economic science provided by Oded Galor poses an intellectual challenge for more
general macroeconomic models . . . which still need to provide comprehensive and endogenous explanations
regarding the radical changes that affected the world economy in the aftermath of the economic and financial
crisis."--Gianfranco Di Vaio, Journal of European and Economic History

"This volume must be highly recommended to anyone interested in economic growth and comparative
development."--Christopher Bliss, European Legacy

From the Back Cover

"Galor's project is breathtakingly ambitious. He proposes a fairly simple, intensely human-capital-oriented
model that will accommodate the millennia of Malthusian near-stagnation, the Industrial Revolution and its
aftermath of rapid growth, the accompanying demographic transition, and the emergence of modern human-
capital-based growth. And the model is supposed to generate endogenously the transitions from one era to
the next. The resulting book is a powerful mixture of fact, theory, and interpretation."--Robert Solow, Nobel
Laureate in Economics

"Unified Growth Theory is a work of unusual ambition. Full of original and daring ideas, this book will
inspire, motivate, and challenge economists. Highly recommended."--Daron Acemoglu, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology

"Unified Growth Theory is Big Science at its best. It grapples with some of the broadest questions in social
science, integrating state-of-the-art economic theory with a rich exploration of a wide range of empirical
evidence. Galor's erudition and creativity are remarkable, and the ideas embodied in this book will have a
lasting effect on economics."--Steven N. Durlauf, University of Wisconsin-Madison

About the Author
Oded Galor is the Herbert H. Goldberger Professor of Economics at Brown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Karen Wells:

The reserve with title Unified Growth Theory posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Kim Gray:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Unified Growth Theory. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can
get many advantages.

Paul Day:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Unified Growth Theory. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Nicholas Buchanan:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Unified Growth Theory to make
your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book
Unified Growth Theory can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of their time.
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