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Disasters both natural and human-induced are leading to spiralling costs in terms
of human lives, lost livelihoods and damaged assets and businesses. Yet these
consequences and the financial and human crises that follow catastrophes can
often be traced to policies unsuited to the emerging scales of the problems they
confront, and the lack of institutional capacity to implement planning and
prevention or to manage disasters. This book seeks to overcome this mismatch
and to guide development of a policy and institutional framework. For the first
time it brings together into a coherent framework the insights of public policy,
institutional design and emergency and disaster management.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In this timely and insightful book, Handmer and Dovers develop a systematic understanding of the policy
processes and frameworks needed to set the foundations for success when hazards threaten. It will be highly
appreciated by policy makers and practitioners in rich and poor countries alike.' Reid Basher, Coordinator,
Policy and Inter-Agency Coordination, UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 'Too much
emergency response to disasters has the hallmarks of panic or the deployment of immediate tactics without a
strategic vision. This book is a significant contribution to seeking to correct this tendency. It does this
admirably, by emphasizing both the practical and the tactical within a strong strategic framework that should
help to make emergency response both better and more sustainable.' Edmund Penning-Rowsell, Head, Flood
Hazard Research Centre, Middlesex University, London, UK 'Emergency management, public policy and
institutional settings are inextricably linked but the interactions are poorly understood. Handmer and Dovers
have provided new and perceptive insights which will have far-reaching influences on understanding and
future directions. I wish this book had been available when I was head of Australia's federal emergency
management agency.' Alan Hodges, AM, Former Director General Emergency Management Australia 'This
book is a must-read for anyone who hopes to understand and influence emergency policy. Covering the
nature of emergency management and the complex institutional framework within which it operates, the
authors' comprehensive treatment of the subject is learned, internationally relevant and, yes, passionate.' Paul
Gabriel, Manager, Emergency Management Policy, Office of the Emergency Services Commissioner,
Melbourne, Australia 'This is a fresh, invigorating and above all challenging look at emergency management.
It takes a big-picture view, going beyond mere 'disaster events' to explore the links between emergency
management and sustainability in the contexts of institutions and policy. All those who have leadership roles
in the field should read it carefully: it will re-shape the way they approach their task.' Chas Keys, former
Deputy Director General of the New South Wales State Emergency Service, Australia 'A clear, concise, in-
depth analysis..it makes a pivotal contribution to our understanding of hazards' DeMond S. Miller, Disasters.

About the Author
John Handmer is Innovation Professor at RMIT University, Melbourne, Adjunct Professor at The Fenner
School of Environment and Society, The Australian National University, and Visiting Professor, Flood
Hazard Research Centre, Middlesex University, UK. Stephen Dovers is Professor at The Fenner School of
Environment and Society, The Australian National University and Adjunct Principal Research Fellow,
School for Environmental Research, Charles Darwin University, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and Institutions. Try to
make book The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and Institutions as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know



everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Micheal Ruiz:

The experience that you get from The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and Institutions could
be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and
Institutions giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Handbook of Disaster
and Emergency Policies and Institutions instantly.

Thomas Gonzalez:

The particular book The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and Institutions will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency
Policies and Institutions is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Carl Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is called of book The Handbook of Disaster and Emergency Policies and Institutions. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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