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Chrétien de Troyes's late twelfth-century Conte du Graal has inspired writers and
scholars from the moment of its composition to the present day. The challenge
represented by its unfinished state was quickly taken up, and over the next fifty
years the romance was supplemented by a number of continuations and
prologues, which eventually came to dwarf Chrétien's text. In one of the first
studies to treat the Conte du Graal and its continuations as a unified work,
Thomas Hinton considers the whole corpus as a narrative cycle. Through a
combination of close textual readings and manuscript analysis, the author argues
that the unity of the narrative depends on a balanced tension between centripetal
and centrifugal dynamics. He traces how the authors, scribes and illuminators of
the cycle worked to produce coherence, even as they contended with potentially
disruptive forces: multiple authorship, differences of intention, and changes in
the relation between text, audience and book. Finally, he tackles the long-held
orthodoxy that places the Perceval Continuations on the margins of literary
history. Widening the scope of enquiry to consider the corpus's influence on
thirteenth-century verse romances, this study re-situates the Conte du Graal cycle
as a vital element in the evolution of Arthurian literature.
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of its composition to the present day. The challenge represented by its unfinished state was quickly taken up,
and over the next fifty years the romance was supplemented by a number of continuations and prologues,
which eventually came to dwarf Chrétien's text. In one of the first studies to treat the Conte du Graal and its
continuations as a unified work, Thomas Hinton considers the whole corpus as a narrative cycle. Through a
combination of close textual readings and manuscript analysis, the author argues that the unity of the
narrative depends on a balanced tension between centripetal and centrifugal dynamics. He traces how the
authors, scribes and illuminators of the cycle worked to produce coherence, even as they contended with
potentially disruptive forces: multiple authorship, differences of intention, and changes in the relation
between text, audience and book. Finally, he tackles the long-held orthodoxy that places the Perceval
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influence on thirteenth-century verse romances, this study re-situates the Conte du Graal cycle as a vital
element in the evolution of Arthurian literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
Hinton's notes and explanations of earlier critical views, whether standard references or newer treatments,
are cogent and thorough, providing the new student of this literature with direction and the experienced
scholar with helpful reminders. ARTHURIANA A substantial and wide-ranging book. MODERN
LANGUAGE REVIEW, A truly well-written and executed study. (Hinton's) argument is compelling and
persuasive. (...) When it comes to approach, execution, and overall argument, Hinton is to be commended for
his sensitive study of these texts; it sheds not just new, but also important, light on the corpus. MEDIUM
AEVUM Scholars of Old French can only rejoice in the renewal of critical interest in the Continuations of
Chrétien's Perceval, of which Thomas Hinton's book forms an indispensable part. H-FRANCE REVIEW
(A)n excellent book. (...) gives a deep understanding of how stories and history work together in a tangled
world. BIBLIOBUFFET.COM

About the Author
Thomas Hinton is Junior Research Fellow in Modern Languages at Jesus College, Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marva Larson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Conte du Graal Cycle: Chrétien de Troyes's Perceval, the
Continuations, and French Arthurian Romance (Gallica).

Shirley Nichols:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Conte du Graal Cycle: Chrétien de Troyes's
Perceval, the Continuations, and French Arthurian Romance (Gallica) to read.



Rebecca Bonnett:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The
Conte du Graal Cycle: Chrétien de Troyes's Perceval, the Continuations, and French Arthurian Romance
(Gallica) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Amanda Young:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is named of book The Conte du Graal Cycle: Chrétien de Troyes's Perceval, the Continuations, and
French Arthurian Romance (Gallica). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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