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'The first poet in the world in some things', is how John Donne was
described by his contemporary Ben Jonson. 

Yet it is only this century that Donne has been indisputably established as a great
poet—and even, many feel, the greatest love poet of them all. Jonson went on to
remark that 'That Donne, for not keeping of an accent, deserved hanging', yet
Donne's rhythms, once thought 'unmusical' are now recognized as the natural
rhythms of the speaking voice; his 'eccentricity' as a complex self-doubt; his
'obscurity' the reflection of a brilliantly learned and allusive mind. Poets such as
Eliot and Empson have found Donne's poetry profoundly attuned to our modern
age, while Yeats' glowing comment will always be true: 'the intricacy and
subtlety of his imagination are the length and depth of the furrow made by his
passion.' 

This volume, superbly edited by Professor Smith, is the first complete edition to
make a serious attempt to guide the reader closely through the complexities of
Donne's poetry. Considerable attention has been paid to the text, and a selection
of the important manuscript variants are included. This edition is also the first to
make use of the newly discovered manuscript of the verse letter to Lady Carey
and Mistress Essex Rich.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Donne was born into a Catholic family in 1572. After a conventional education at Hart Hall, Oxford
and Lincoln's Inn, he took part in the Earl of Essex's expedition to the Azores in 1597. He secretly married
Anne More in December 1601 and was imprisoned by her father, Sir George, in the Fleet two months later.
He was ordained priest in January 1615 and took a Doctorate of Divinity at Cambridge the same year. He
was made Dean of St Paul's in London in 1621, a position he held until his death in 1631. He is famous for
the sermons he preached in his later years, as well as for his poems.

 A.J. Smith was Professor Emeritus of the University of Southampton. His book include Literary Love
(1983) and Metaphysical Wit (1992). He died in Salisbury in 1991.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Complete English Poems
(Penguin Classics) to read.

Glenn Bail:

The book with title The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics) has a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Louis Trent:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics).



David Blunt:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Complete English Poems (Penguin Classics) why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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