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Art museums have emerged in recent decades as the most vibrant and popular of
all cultural institutions. Though art museums have never been more popular, their
direction and values are now being contested as never before—both in the media
and in the art world itself. This engaging thematic history of the art museum from
its inception in the eighteenth century to the present offers an essential
framework for understanding contemporary debates as they have evolved in
Europe and the United States. From the visionary museums of Boullée in the
eighteenth century to the new Guggenheim in Bilbao and beyond, it explores key
aspects of museum theory and practice: ideals and mission; architecture;
collecting, classification, and display; the public; commercialism; and restitution
and repatriation. The only single volume to give a comprehensive account of the
issues critical to museums, the book also highlights the challenges they will face
in the future.
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Art museums have emerged in recent decades as the most vibrant and popular of all cultural institutions.
Though art museums have never been more popular, their direction and values are now being contested as
never before—both in the media and in the art world itself. This engaging thematic history of the art museum
from its inception in the eighteenth century to the present offers an essential framework for understanding
contemporary debates as they have evolved in Europe and the United States. From the visionary museums of
Boullée in the eighteenth century to the new Guggenheim in Bilbao and beyond, it explores key aspects of
museum theory and practice: ideals and mission; architecture; collecting, classification, and display; the
public; commercialism; and restitution and repatriation. The only single volume to give a comprehensive
account of the issues critical to museums, the book also highlights the challenges they will face in the future.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Andrew McClellan's well-conceived, thoughtfully argued book provides a much-needed history of the art
museum as well as an astute assessment of critical issues facing museums today. There has been a pressing
need for a synthetic, even-handed overview like this one. It will find a large readership among those
concerned with museums, art history, and cultural policy, and I predict it will be widely used in courses in
museum and curatorial studies."—Martha Ward, author of Pissarro, Neo-impressionism and the Spaces of
the Avant-Garde

"The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao is extremely important to the growing field of museum studies. It
will make an excellent text and will also be important to museum professionals, who must be aware of the
complexity of the critical issues it covers. It is the only book that addresses museum architecture, ideals and
missions, collecting and display, restitution and repatriation, commercialism, and the public."—Harriet F.
Senie, author of The Tilted Arc Controversy: Dangerous Precedent?

"The increasing number of people interested in the history of museums have benefited greatly from Andrew
McClellan's contributions over the past two decades. In this exemplary volume, McClellan summarizes and
extends his perspectives on museums as institutions 'of hope and aspiration' as he establishes a much needed
context for the rhetoric of celebration and critique emanating from within and without these organizations. It
is a useful as well as an important book and one that will be read by many—students and lay public
alike—as they attempt to make sense of these institutions and the sometimes conflicting accounts of their
purpose and programs."—Michael Conforti, Director of the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute

"Combining powerful critique with a grounded utopianism, Andrew McClellan dissects the art museum's
past in order to identify its emancipatory potential for the future. The result is a tour de force that
reinvigorates our sense of why art museums matter. This is a book that will leave its mark on debates about
the social role of museums for some time to come."—Tony Bennett, Director, ESRC Centre for Research on
Socio-cultural Change

"With its long historical view of ongoing controversies and debates, The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao
represents a much-needed contribution to the discussion of the role of museums in contemporary society.
Museum professionals, scholars, and lay readers alike will find much to ponder in its pages.—Alan Wallach,
author of Exhibiting Contradiction: Essays on the Art Museum in the United States

"Timely and topical, The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao is a comprehensive study of the evolution of
the art museum as a social institution. Andrew McClellan's clear-eyed and insightful analysis places key
issues faced by museums today in historical perspective and gives us a better understanding of current
debates about museums and their place in society. Combining a deep knowledge of history and critical
theory with an understanding of practice, this text makes a significant contribution to museum studies and
should be required reading for museum professionals and academics alike."—Christa Clarke, Curator, The
Newark Museum

About the Author



Andrew McClellan, Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor of Art History at Tufts University, is the
author of Inventing the Louvre: Art, Politics, and the Origins of the Museum in Eighteenth-Century Paris
(UC Press) and the editor of Art and Its Publics: Museum Studies at the Millenium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao. Try to make book The Art
Museum from Boullée to Bilbao as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone
and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Lillian Carlucci:

The book The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Art Museum
from Boullée to Bilbao? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Art
Museum from Boullée to Bilbao has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Henrietta Roderick:

Typically the book The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ollie Johnson:

This The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Art Museum from Boullée to Bilbao can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life



in addition to knowledge.
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