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While shaping the history of the Church and the world, Pope John Paul II lived
his daily life among individuals who knew him closely as a spiritual father, a
colleague, and a friend. They both served and were served by the most influential
saint of the twentieth century.

Polish journalist Wlodzimierz Redzioch, a longtime employee of the Vatican
newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, interviewed almost two dozen men and
women for this book. Among them are lifelong friends who knew the pope (as
Karol Wojtyla) in Kraków and people who cared for him during his pontificate,
such as his physician and his secretary. Also here recalling their memories of the
pope are some of those who worked beside him inside the Vatican—a papal
photographer, a papal spokesman, and curial officials, including the German
cardinal who became his successor, Joseph Ratzinger.

All of those interviewed tell remarkable stories about Pope John Paul
II—beginning with his courageous witness in Communist Poland and his
important participation in the Second Vatican Council, continuing through his
election to the papacy and the challenges of his pontificate, and ending with the
sufferings of his final years. The process of his beatification and canonization is
also discussed.

Through these previously unpublished stories and anecdotes, a composite portrait
emerges of a prayerful and thoughtful man with heroic faith, hope, and charity.
Capable of discussing, listening, and delegating, John Paul II was also a decisive
leader who unabashedly defended the Catholic faith. With his natural flair for
friendship and his gifts of joy and humor, he had a tremendous impact on the
world because he deeply touched the hearts of countless people everywhere.
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While shaping the history of the Church and the world, Pope John Paul II lived his daily life among
individuals who knew him closely as a spiritual father, a colleague, and a friend. They both served and were
served by the most influential saint of the twentieth century.

Polish journalist Wlodzimierz Redzioch, a longtime employee of the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore
Romano, interviewed almost two dozen men and women for this book. Among them are lifelong friends who
knew the pope (as Karol Wojtyla) in Kraków and people who cared for him during his pontificate, such as
his physician and his secretary. Also here recalling their memories of the pope are some of those who
worked beside him inside the Vatican—a papal photographer, a papal spokesman, and curial officials,
including the German cardinal who became his successor, Joseph Ratzinger.

All of those interviewed tell remarkable stories about Pope John Paul II—beginning with his courageous
witness in Communist Poland and his important participation in the Second Vatican Council, continuing
through his election to the papacy and the challenges of his pontificate, and ending with the sufferings of his
final years. The process of his beatification and canonization is also discussed.

Through these previously unpublished stories and anecdotes, a composite portrait emerges of a prayerful and
thoughtful man with heroic faith, hope, and charity. Capable of discussing, listening, and delegating, John
Paul II was also a decisive leader who unabashedly defended the Catholic faith. With his natural flair for
friendship and his gifts of joy and humor, he had a tremendous impact on the world because he deeply
touched the hearts of countless people everywhere.
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Editorial Review

Review

You are going to love this book because these are great stories about a great man. And as Jesus showed us,
telling stories is a great way to share the faith.

--Terry Barber, Author, How to Share Your Faith with Anyone

Saint John Paul II made a huge impact on everyone who was privileged to experience his kindness, joy,
devotion, and humble sanctity. In this incredible book, we are given new insights into his legacy.

--Father Donald Calloway, M.I.C., Author, Mary of Nazareth: The Life of Our Lady in Pictures

Redzioch has gathered stories from many people close to John Paul II that will delight and entertain, inspire
and challenge. You will come away from this book with a deeper love for the saint for our times.

--Steve Ray, Film Series Host, The Footprints of God

About the Author

Wlodzimierz Redzioch is a Polish journalist who worked for more than thirty years for the Vatican
newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano. He has also been a regular contributor to the magazine Inside the
Vatican and to the Vatican news agency, Zenit. He is the author of several books about the Vatican. In 2006,
Pope Benedict XVI awarded him the title of Commander of the Equestrian Order of Saint Sylvester Pope and
Martyr.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-
Workers book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-Workers
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Stories about Saint John
Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-Workers is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Odelia Dennis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-
Workers.

Tyler Dean:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-Workers your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His
Close Friends and Co-Workers giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Anthony Balentine:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Stories about Saint John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends
and Co-Workers was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Stories about Saint
John Paul II: Told by His Close Friends and Co-Workers has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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