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This volume represents a collection of contributions presented during the Third
Annual University of Chicago Oriental Institute Seminar Religion and Power:
Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond, held at the Oriental Institute,
February 23-24, 2007. The purpose of this conference was to examine more
closely concepts of kingship in various regions of the world and in different time
periods. The study of kingship goes back to the roots of fields such as
anthropology and religious studies, as well as Assyriology and Near Eastern
archaeology. More recently, several conferences have been held on kingship,
drawing on cross-cultural comparisons. Yet the question of the divinity of the
king as god has never before been examined within the framework of a cross-
cultural and multi-disciplinary conference. Some of the recent anthropological
literature on kingship relegates this question of kings who deified themselves to
the background or voices serious misgivings about the usefulness of the
distinction between divine and sacred kings. Several contributors to this volume
have pointed out the Western, Judeo-Christian background of our categories of
the human and the divine. However, rather than abandoning the term divine
kingship because of its loaded history it is more productive to examine the
concept of divine kingship more closely from a new perspective in order to
modify our understanding of this term and the phenomena associated with it.
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This volume represents a collection of contributions presented during the Third Annual University of
Chicago Oriental Institute Seminar Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond,
held at the Oriental Institute, February 23-24, 2007. The purpose of this conference was to examine more
closely concepts of kingship in various regions of the world and in different time periods. The study of
kingship goes back to the roots of fields such as anthropology and religious studies, as well as Assyriology
and Near Eastern archaeology. More recently, several conferences have been held on kingship, drawing on
cross-cultural comparisons. Yet the question of the divinity of the king as god has never before been
examined within the framework of a cross-cultural and multi-disciplinary conference. Some of the recent
anthropological literature on kingship relegates this question of kings who deified themselves to the
background or voices serious misgivings about the usefulness of the distinction between divine and sacred
kings. Several contributors to this volume have pointed out the Western, Judeo-Christian background of our
categories of the human and the divine. However, rather than abandoning the term divine kingship because
of its loaded history it is more productive to examine the concept of divine kingship more closely from a new
perspective in order to modify our understanding of this term and the phenomena associated with it.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Religion and
Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond (Oriental Institute Seminars) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Catherine Walters:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond
(Oriental Institute Seminars) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in
the Ancient World and Beyond (Oriental Institute Seminars) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in the
Ancient World and Beyond (Oriental Institute Seminars) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Blanche Watson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Religion and
Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond (Oriental Institute Seminars) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Charles Baker:

The particular book Religion and Power: Divine Kingship in the Ancient World and Beyond (Oriental



Institute Seminars) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.
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