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The camera supposedly never lies, yet film's ability to frame, cut and reconstruct
all that passed before its lens made cinema the pre-eminent medium of visual
illusion and revelation from the early twentieth century onwards. This volume
examines film's creative history of special effects and trickery, encompassing
everything from George Méliès' first trick films to the modern CGI era.
Evaluating movements towards the use of computer-generated 'synthespians' in
films such as Final Fantasy: the Spirits Within (2001), this title suggests that
cinematic effects should be understood not as attempts to perfectly mimic real
life, but as constructions of substitute realities, situating them in the cultural
lineage of the stage performers and illusionists and of the nineteenth century.
With analyses of films such as Destination Moon (1950), Spider-Man (2002) and
the King Kong films (1933 and 2006), this new volume provides an insight into
cinema's capacity to perform illusions.
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The camera supposedly never lies, yet film's ability to frame, cut and reconstruct all that passed before its
lens made cinema the pre-eminent medium of visual illusion and revelation from the early twentieth century
onwards. This volume examines film's creative history of special effects and trickery, encompassing
everything from George Méliès' first trick films to the modern CGI era. Evaluating movements towards the
use of computer-generated 'synthespians' in films such as Final Fantasy: the Spirits Within (2001), this title
suggests that cinematic effects should be understood not as attempts to perfectly mimic real life, but as
constructions of substitute realities, situating them in the cultural lineage of the stage performers and
illusionists and of the nineteenth century. With analyses of films such as Destination Moon (1950), Spider-
Man (2002) and the King Kong films (1933 and 2006), this new volume provides an insight into cinema's
capacity to perform illusions.
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Editorial Review

Review
An important addition to debates about film realism... Highly recommended to scholars. (Elizabeth Lathrop
Film Quarterly)

About the Author
Dan North is Lecturer in film at the University of Exeter. He is the editor of Sights Unseen: Unfinished
British Films (forthcoming, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Felix:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special
Effects,Â and the Virtual Actor to read.

Karla Walker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects,Â and the Virtual Actor, you can tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Christopher Palmer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Performing Illusions: Cinema,
Special Effects,Â and the Virtual Actor guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Performing Illusions:
Cinema, Special Effects,Â and the Virtual Actor as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one



more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.

Clarissa Holland:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Performing Illusions: Cinema, Special Effects,Â and the Virtual Actor when you essential it?
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