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Karl Popper and Friedrich von Hayek are remembered as two of the twentieth
century’s greatest proponents of open society. However, over the years, Hayek’s
ideas have tended to be favoured over Popper’s in both academic and political
discussions. This book aims to improve understanding of Popper’s and Hayek’s
philosophies by explaining their differences, and whilst doing so, to encourage
liberal political philosophers to take a better-informed and more sympathetic look
at Popper’s ideas about open society.

Popper and Hayek differed in subtle but fundamental ways about rationality,
economism, and democracy. They thus differed about whether and to what extent
society is well served by deliberate attempts at social engineering and
government intervention in the economy. They also differed about whether
democracy is better served by institutions designed to elect the best leaders, or by
institutions designed to protect us against the leaders we elect. And they differed,
perhaps most importantly, about whether we should value freedom as a means to
prosperity or an end-in-itself.

This book argues that Hayek’s views about rationality, economism, and
democracy are fundamentally at odds with Popper’s¾ and perhaps even with
open society itself?and that the unintended consequences of Hayek’s views may
actually pose a threat to Popper’s vision of a liberal and free open society.
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Karl Popper and Friedrich von Hayek are remembered as two of the twentieth century’s greatest proponents
of open society. However, over the years, Hayek’s ideas have tended to be favoured over Popper’s in both
academic and political discussions. This book aims to improve understanding of Popper’s and Hayek’s
philosophies by explaining their differences, and whilst doing so, to encourage liberal political philosophers
to take a better-informed and more sympathetic look at Popper’s ideas about open society.

Popper and Hayek differed in subtle but fundamental ways about rationality, economism, and democracy.
They thus differed about whether and to what extent society is well served by deliberate attempts at social
engineering and government intervention in the economy. They also differed about whether democracy is
better served by institutions designed to elect the best leaders, or by institutions designed to protect us
against the leaders we elect. And they differed, perhaps most importantly, about whether we should value
freedom as a means to prosperity or an end-in-itself.

This book argues that Hayek’s views about rationality, economism, and democracy are fundamentally at
odds with Popper’s¾ and perhaps even with open society itself?and that the unintended consequences of
Hayek’s views may actually pose a threat to Popper’s vision of a liberal and free open society.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mark Amadeus Notturno is Fellow at Interactivity Foundation and Director of governance projects on
‘Privacy and Privacy Rights’, ‘Science’, ‘Property’, ‘Democratic Nation Building’, ‘Money, Credit, and
Debt’, ‘Global Responsibility for Children’, and ‘The Future of Employment’. Mark was a friend and
associate of Sir Karl Popper, and has lectured on Popper’s philosophy in over twenty countries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Hayek and Popper: On Rationality,
Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of Economics) has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
guide Hayek and Popper: On Rationality, Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of
Economics) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book
Hayek and Popper: On Rationality, Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of
Economics). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Terry Carr:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Hayek and Popper: On Rationality,
Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of Economics) book because this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Christopher Bohner:

This Hayek and Popper: On Rationality, Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of
Economics) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Hayek and Popper: On Rationality, Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of
Economics) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book



will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Hayek and Popper: On Rationality, Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies
in the History of Economics) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bobbie Freeman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Hayek and Popper: On Rationality,
Economism, and Democracy (Routledge Studies in the History of Economics) can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.
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