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An extensive examination of the history of gnosticism and how its philosophy
has influenced the Western esoteric tradition

• Explains how the Gnostic understanding of self-realization is embodied in the
esoteric traditions of the Rosicrucians and Freemasons

• Explores how gnosticism continues to influence contemporary spirituality

• Shows gnosticism to be a philosophical key that helps spiritual seekers
"remember" their higher selves

Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity, and its demise can be
traced to Christianity's efforts to silence its teachings. The Gnostic message,
however, was not destroyed but simply went underground. Starting with the first
emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its influence extended from the
teachings of neo-Platonists and the magical traditions of the Middle Ages to the
beliefs and ideas of the Sufis, Jacob Böhme, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the
Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of spiritual freemasonry, gnosis is
the rejected stone necessary for the completion of the Temple, a Temple of a new
cosmic understanding that today's heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create.

The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a ceaseless contest between
opposing principles. Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good and evil,
life and death, beauty and ugliness, and enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and
agnosis. The very nature of physical space and time are obstacles to humanity's
ability to remember its divine origins and recover its original unity with God.
Thus the preeminent gnostic secret is that we are God in potential and the
purpose of bona fide gnostic teaching is to return us to our godlike nature.

Tobias Churton is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine
Freemasonry Today. He studied theology at Oxford University and created the
award-winning documentary series and accompanying book The Gnostics, as
well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism, and magical
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folklore. He lives in England.
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An extensive examination of the history of gnosticism and how its philosophy has influenced the Western
esoteric tradition

• Explains how the Gnostic understanding of self-realization is embodied in the esoteric traditions of the
Rosicrucians and Freemasons

• Explores how gnosticism continues to influence contemporary spirituality

• Shows gnosticism to be a philosophical key that helps spiritual seekers "remember" their higher selves

Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity, and its demise can be traced to Christianity's efforts to
silence its teachings. The Gnostic message, however, was not destroyed but simply went underground.
Starting with the first emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its influence extended from the
teachings of neo-Platonists and the magical traditions of the Middle Ages to the beliefs and ideas of the
Sufis, Jacob Böhme, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of
spiritual freemasonry, gnosis is the rejected stone necessary for the completion of the Temple, a Temple of a
new cosmic understanding that today's heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create.

The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a ceaseless contest between opposing principles.
Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good and evil, life and death, beauty and ugliness, and
enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and agnosis. The very nature of physical space and time are obstacles to
humanity's ability to remember its divine origins and recover its original unity with God. Thus the
preeminent gnostic secret is that we are God in potential and the purpose of bona fide gnostic teaching is to
return us to our godlike nature.

Tobias Churton is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine Freemasonry Today. He studied
theology at Oxford University and created the award-winning documentary series and accompanying book
The Gnostics, as well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism, and magical folklore. He lives
in England.

Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times By Tobias Churton Bibliography

Rank: #1060724 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Inner Traditions●

Published on: 2005-01-25●

Released on: 2005-01-25●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x 1.20" w x 6.00" l, 1.24 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●



480 pages●

 Download Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern ...pdf

 Read Online Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Moder ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1594770352


Download and Read Free Online Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times By
Tobias Churton

Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
More than a quarter century after his award-winning documentary and book The Gnostics, Churton returns to
the academic love of his life. Exhaustive (but not exhausting) in scope and copiously annotated, his work
will spice up virtually any reading list of Gnosticism and early Christianity. Positioning religious and
philosophical questions alongside those of science and history, Churton clarifies that while Gnostic
philosophy "represents a thoroughgoing inquiry into truth values," it does not adhere to the "literary monolith
that we have become accustomed to think of when we use the term philosophy." With great effort - and
resulting effect - he succeeds in writing each one of his 14 chapters as a world unto itself. >From the Magi to
the Freemasons, the Hermetics to Jimi Hendrix, Churton unfurls an evolving awareness of and quest for truth
across the ages. If there is a criticism, it is only that the rich history of the Knights Templar and the ensuing
incarnations of the Freemasons could have been balanced with equally detailed study of the Enlightened
literati and modern scientists. Seasoned with excerpts from original texts and replete with multicultural
narratives, Churton will pique the interest not only of professional academics but anyone interested in the
Gnostics through the centuries. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Recommended for upper-level academic collections that specialize in early Christianity, religion, or
philosophy." (Brad Matthies, Butler Univ. Lib., Library Journal, Feb. 1, 2005)

"Exhaustive (but not exhausting) in scope and copiously annotated, [Churton's] work will spice up virtually
any reading list of Gnosticism and early Christianity. . . . will pique the interest not only of professional
academics but anyone interested in the Gnostics through the centuries." (Publishers Weekly, Jan. 24, 2005)

"Churton separates the wheat from the chaff and disposes of unnecessary speculations and fantasy. To get a
good handle on what Gnosticism is really all about (and isn't), a great place to start is with Gnostic
Philosophy by Tobias Churton." (Robert Burns, New Dawn, Nov-Dec 2005)

"GET THIS BOOK. This is, quite simply, one of the best books I have read this year. Though I could, with
plenty of justification, describe this work as erudite, witty, humorous, profound, engaging, or any of a
number of depictions, none of these would convey the sense of validation I got with devouring its pages."
(Sven Davisson, Ashe! Journal of Experimental Sexuality, 2005)

"We desperately need a solid historical overview of Gnosticism which is historically credible and yet not too
academic to put it out of reach of the average reader and this book is it. To get a good handle on what
Gnosticism really is (and isn’t), a great place to start is with Gnostic Philosophy by Tobias Churton." (Living
Traditions, May 2007)

From the Back Cover
GNOSTICISM / MYSTICISM

Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity whose demise can be traced to Christianity’s efforts to
silence its teachings. The Gnostic message, however, was not destroyed but simply went underground.
Starting with the first emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its influence extended from the



teachings of Neoplatonists and the magical traditions of the Middle Ages to the beliefs and ideas of the Sufis,
Jacob B????, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of spiritual
Freemasonry, gnosis is the rejected stone necessary for the completion of the Temple, a temple of a new
cosmic understanding that today’s heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create.

The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a ceaseless contest between opposing principles.
Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good and evil, life and death, beauty and ugliness, and
enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and agnosis. The very nature of physical space and time is an obstacle
to humanity’s ability to remember its divine origins and recover its original unity with God. Thus the
preeminent Gnostic secret is that we are God in potential, and the purpose of bona fide Gnostic teaching is to
return us to our godlike nature.

TOBIAS CHURTON is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine Freemasonry Today. He
studied theology at Oxford University and created the award-winning documentary series and accompanying
book The Gnostics, as well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism, and magical folklore. He
lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times.

Gene Kirkland:

The feeling that you get from Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times instantly.

Stephen Hancock:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited



right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the actual book you have read will be Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Gnostic Philosophy: From Ancient Persia to Modern Times when you needed it?
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