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“[Eteraz’s] adventures are a heavenly read.” —O, the Oprah magazine

“In this supremely assured, lush, and rip-roaring book, Eteraz manages to do the
impossible, gliding confidently over the chasm that divides East and West.
Wildly entertaining…memoir of the first order.” —Murad Kalam, author of
Night Journey

Ali Eteraz’s award-winning memoir reveals the searing spiritual story of growing
up in Pakistan under the specter of militant Islamic fundamentalism and then
overcoming the culture shock of emigrating to the United States. A gripping
memoir evocative of Persepolis, Reading Lolita in Tehran, and the novel The
Kite Runner, Eteraz’s narrative is also a cathartic chronicle of spiritual
awakening. Yael Goldstein Love, author of Overture, calls Children of Dust “a
gift and a necessity [that] should be read by believers and nonbelievers alike.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Eteraz opens his memoir with a vivid description of his father promising Allah that if God bestowed him
with a son, that boy will become a great leader and servant of Islam. The rest of the book finds Eteraz, whose
given name is Abir ul Islam (which translates as Perfume of Islam) trying to come to terms with his father's
mannat, or covenant, and understand the role that Islam will play in his life as well as the role he will play
for Islam. Born in Pakistan but raised in the U.S. from age 10, Eteraz moves easily between describing the
holy history and tenets of his faith while exploring and explaining the differences between the Islamic world
and Western society. As Eteraz's feelings for Islam change to fit his evolving personal, political and religious
views, readers get a glimpse of all aspects of this hot-topic religion, from fundamentalism to reformism,
salafism and secularism. A gifted writer and scholar, Eteraz is able to create a true-life Islamic
bildungsroman as he effortlessly conveys his coming-of-age tale while educating the reader. When his
religious awakening finally occurs, his catharsis transcends the page. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Wildly entertaining, Children of Dust is memoir of the first order, as genuinely American as Muslim,
unraveling the perilous mystery that is modern Pakistan as only memoir can. Unlike others, Eteraz has truly
‘been there,’ and we are all the better for it.

From the Back Cover

An extraordinary personal journey from Islamic fundamentalism to a new life in the west

In this spellbinding portrayal of a life that few Americans can imagine, Ali Eteraz tells the story of his
schooling in a madrassa in Pakistan, his teenage years as a Muslim American in the Bible Belt, and his
voyage back to Pakistan to find a pious Muslim wife. This lyrical, penetrating saga from a brilliant new
literary voice captures the heart of our universal quest for identity and the temptations of religious
extremism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Derek McCaleb:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Children of Dust: A Memoir of
Pakistan book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.



Michelle Han:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Susan Rogers:

This Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Children of Dust: A
Memoir of Pakistan in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Jeff Keenan:

You can obtain this Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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