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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Sipe, a psychotherapist and former priest, reexamines the Roman Catholic Church's policy of mandatory
clerical celibacy in light of the recently exposed sexual misconduct scandals. Placing the evolution of the
celibacy concept firmly in historical context, the author provides the background information necessary for a
contemporary analysis. Using hundreds of candid interviews conducted with priests, their sexual partners,
and victims of clerical sexual abuse, he provides overwhelming evidence of the physical and spiritual failure
of the celibacy ideal. Significantly, he enfolds this discussion within the archaic position of the church on
human sexuality in general, arguing persuasively that the two issues are intimately and inextricably
entwined. Though the frank nature of the first-person narratives may disturb some readers, others will
welcome this objective exploration of a religious crisis centuries in the making. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Now that the celibate cat is out of the bag, so to speak, there is a deep and pressing need for the kind of
professional expertise and wisdom that Richard Sipe can provide--expertise and wisdom born not only of
study and reflection, but also of years of experience as a priest and psychotherapist. Because of the efforts of
persons like himself, there is hope that the 'secret world' of clerical celibacy and sexuality will eventually be
transformed into what he calls a 'better world'."
-from the foreword by Richard P. McBrien

About the Author
A.W. RICHARD SIPE is a Certified Clinical Mental Health Counselor who earlier spent 18 years as a
Benedictine monk and priest. He was trained specifically to deal with the mental health problems of Roman
Catholic Priests. In the process of training and therapy, he conducted a 25-year ethnographic study of the
celibate/sexual behavior of that population. His study, published in 1990, is now considered a classic. Sipe is
known internationally and has participated in 12 documentaries on celibacy and priest sexual abuse aired by
HBO, BBC, and other networks in the United States, United Kingdom, and France. He has been widely
interviewed by media including CNN, ABC, NBC, CNBC, the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times,
People magazine, Newsweek and USA Today.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Celibacy in Crisis: A Secret World Revisited it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Justin Price:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Celibacy in Crisis: A Secret World Revisited your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The Celibacy in Crisis: A Secret World Revisited giving you another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life with this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Kristy Lange:

The book untitled Celibacy in Crisis: A Secret World Revisited contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go
through.

Constance Music:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Celibacy in Crisis: A Secret World Revisited when you required it?
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