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Aleppo is one of the longest-surviving cities of the ancient and Islamic Middle
East. Until recently it enjoyed a thriving urban life?in particular an active
traditional suq, whose origins can be traced across many centuries. Its tangle of
streets still follow the Hellenistic grid and above it looms the great Citadel, which
contains recently-uncovered remains of a Bronze/Iron Age temple complex,
suggesting an even earlier role as a ‘high place’ in the Canaanite tradition.

In the Arab Middle Ages, Aleppo was a strongpoint of the Islamic resistance to
the Crusader presence. Its medieval Citadel is one of the most dramatic examples
of a fortified enclosure in the Islamic tradition. In Mamluk and Ottoman times,
the city took on a thriving commercial role and provided a base for the first
European commercial factories and consulates in the Levant. Its commercial life
funded a remarkable building tradition with some hundreds of the 600 or so
officially-declared monuments dating from these eras, and its diverse ethnic
mixture, with significant Kurdish, Turkish, Christian and Armenian communities
provide a richer layering of influences on the city’s life.

In this volume, Ross Burns explores the rich history of this important city, from
its earliest history through to the modern era, providing a thorough treatment of
this fascinating city history, accessible both to scholarly readers as well as to the
general public interested in a factual and comprehensive survey of the city’s past.
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Aleppo is one of the longest-surviving cities of the ancient and Islamic Middle East. Until recently it enjoyed
a thriving urban life?in particular an active traditional suq, whose origins can be traced across many
centuries. Its tangle of streets still follow the Hellenistic grid and above it looms the great Citadel, which
contains recently-uncovered remains of a Bronze/Iron Age temple complex, suggesting an even earlier role
as a ‘high place’ in the Canaanite tradition.

In the Arab Middle Ages, Aleppo was a strongpoint of the Islamic resistance to the Crusader presence. Its
medieval Citadel is one of the most dramatic examples of a fortified enclosure in the Islamic tradition. In
Mamluk and Ottoman times, the city took on a thriving commercial role and provided a base for the first
European commercial factories and consulates in the Levant. Its commercial life funded a remarkable
building tradition with some hundreds of the 600 or so officially-declared monuments dating from these eras,
and its diverse ethnic mixture, with significant Kurdish, Turkish, Christian and Armenian communities
provide a richer layering of influences on the city’s life.

In this volume, Ross Burns explores the rich history of this important city, from its earliest history through to
the modern era, providing a thorough treatment of this fascinating city history, accessible both to scholarly
readers as well as to the general public interested in a factual and comprehensive survey of the city’s past.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ross Burns' Aleppo: A History is a tour de force. Don't be deceived by the modest title. This is so much
more than the story of one of the Middle East's most interesting and oldest cities, it is a sweeping and erudite
history of Syria itself, told by an academic and diplomat of immense learning and wisdom. What is more, the
economy, wit and refinement of the prose flatters the senses."

- Professor Joshua Landis, Director, Center for Middle East Studies, University of Oklahoma, USA

"[This] substantial book displays true scholarship, examining the whole sweep of Aleppo's history from
3,600 BC to the present day. Along the way are masterly analyses of the transition to Islam with its ingenious
waqf system of religious endowments, the delicate balance between the Turks and the Arabs, the vagaries of
the French Mandate, and finally the rocky history from independence up to the present. Each chapter is
thoroughly supported with detailed maps and photos."

- Diana Darke in The Times Literary Supplement (read the full review here:
http://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/public/spirit-of-the-place/)

"It is incredible to think that there has never been a one volume history of Aleppo before. Burns’ Aleppo will
join its companion, Damascus: A History, as an excellent introduction to the subject for students, anyone
interested in the history of this fascinating city and, it is much to be hoped, will one day become a guide for
future visitors."

- Professor Emma Loosley, University of Exeter, UK

"Few people have done more to promote and preserve an understanding of extraordinary heritage of Syria
than Ross Burns. This authoritative work on the history of Aleppo, one of the world’s oldest cities, stands
proudly alongside his Monuments of Syria and history of Damascus, detailing the unique treasures that
survive but many that have been lost forever."

- Chris Doyle, Director, Caabu (Council for Arab-British Understanding), UK

"... [an] excellent summary of Aleppo's long history"

- Rory Stewart in the London Review of Books

 

About the Author

Ross Burns worked in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs for 37 years until his retirement in 2003,
with roles including Ambassador to Syria and Lebanon (based in Damascus) from 1984 to 1987, as Minister
in Paris (and Ambassador to UNESCO) and as Ambassador in South Africa (1992–95), Athens (1998–2001)
and Tel Aviv (2001–2003). After his retirement, he completed a Ph D at Macquarie University in Sydney on
‘The Origins of the Colonnaded Axes of the Cities of the Near East Under Rome’. He is the author of



Damascus (Routledge, 2004) and Monuments of Syria (3rd edition, 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Don Gonzales:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World). You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Josephine Mares:

The particular book Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Jose Garcia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
before. The Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) giving you a different experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present
to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Larhonda Kennedy:

This Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Aleppo: A
History (Cities of the Ancient World) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?



Download and Read Online Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient
World) By Ross Burns #NFBK6MWQIZY



Read Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross
Burns for online ebook

Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns books to read online.

Online Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns ebook PDF
download

Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns Doc

Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns Mobipocket

Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns EPub

NFBK6MWQIZY: Aleppo: A History (Cities of the Ancient World) By Ross Burns


