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African Studies, contrary to some accounts, is not a separate continent in the
world of American higher education. Its intellectual borders touch those of
economics, literature, history, philosophy, and art; its history is the story of the
world, both ancient and modern. This is the clear conclusion of Africa and the
Disciplines, a book that addresses the question: Why should Africa be studied in
the American university?

This question was put to distinguished scholars in the social sciences and
humanities, prominent Africanists who are also leaders in their various
disciplines. Their responses make a strong and enlightening case for the
importance of research on Africa to the academy.

Paul Collier's essay, for example, shows how studies of African economies have
clarified our understanding of the small open economies, and contributed to the
theory of repressed inflation and to a number of areas in microeconomics as well.
Art historian Suzanne Blier uses the terms and concepts that her discipline has
applied to Africa to analyze the habits of mind and social practice of her own
field. Christopher L. Miller describes the confounding and enriching impact of
Africa on European and American literary theory. Political scientist Richard
Sklar outlines Africa's contributions to the study of political modernization,
pluralism, and rational choice. These essays, together with others from scholars
in history, anthropology, philosophy, and comparative literature, attest to the
influence of African research throughout the curriculum.

For many, knowledge from Africa seems distant and exotic. These powerful
essays suggest the contrary: that such knowledge has shaped the way in which
scholars in various disciplines understand their worlds. Eloquent testimony to
Africa's necessary place in the mainstream of American education, this book
should alter the academy's understanding of the significance of African research,
its definition of core and periphery in human knowledge.
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"These essays are at once exceptionally thoughtful and remarkably
comprehensive. Not only do they offer an unusually interesting overview of
African studies; they are also striking for the depth and freshness of their
insights. This is the sort of volume from which both seasoned regional experts
and students stand to learn an enormous amount."—John Comaroff, University
of Chicago

"These essays provide an important perspective on the evolution of African
studies and offer insights into what Africa can mean for the different humanistic
and social science disciplines. Many show in ingenious and subtle ways the
enormous potential that the study of Africa has for confounding the main tenets
of established fields. One could only hope that the strictures expressed here
would be taken to heart in the scholarly world."—Robert L. Tignor, Princeton
University
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applied to Africa to analyze the habits of mind and social practice of her own field. Christopher L. Miller
describes the confounding and enriching impact of Africa on European and American literary theory.
Political scientist Richard Sklar outlines Africa's contributions to the study of political modernization,
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert H. Bates is Eaton Professor of the Science of Government in the Department of Government and
Fellow of the Center for International Development at Harvard University. He has written numerous books,
most recently Open Economy Politics (1997) and Analytic Narratives (1998). He has conducted extensive
field research in East and Central Africa and in Columbia and Brazil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Africa and the Disciplines:
The Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanities book because this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Raymond Dahms:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Africa and the
Disciplines: The Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanities suitable to you?
The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Africa and the Disciplines: The
Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanitiesis one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Karen Ofarrell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Africa and the Disciplines: The Contributions of Research
in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanities was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Africa and the Disciplines: The Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences
and Humanities has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading which.



Jon Fuselier:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Africa and the Disciplines: The
Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanities to make your own reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Africa and
the Disciplines: The Contributions of Research in Africa to the Social Sciences and Humanities can to be
your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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