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Following the death of her worthy liberal parents, Corlis McCrea moves back
into her family's grand Reconstruction mansion in North Carolina, willed to all
three siblings. Her timid younger brother has never left home. When her bullying
black-sheep older brother moves into "his" house as well, it's war.

Each heir wants the house. Yet to buy the other out, two siblings must team
against one. Just as in girlhood, Corlis is torn between allying with the decent but
fearful youngest and the iconoclastic eldest, who covets his legacy to destroy it.
A Perfectly Good Family is a stunning examination of inheritance, literal and
psychological: what we take from our parents, what we discard, and what we are
stuck with, like it or not.
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Reconstruction mansion in North Carolina, willed to all three siblings. Her timid younger brother has never
left home. When her bullying black-sheep older brother moves into "his" house as well, it's war.

Each heir wants the house. Yet to buy the other out, two siblings must team against one. Just as in girlhood,
Corlis is torn between allying with the decent but fearful youngest and the iconoclastic eldest, who covets his
legacy to destroy it. A Perfectly Good Family is a stunning examination of inheritance, literal and
psychological: what we take from our parents, what we discard, and what we are stuck with, like it or not.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for The Post-Birthday World: `Those of us who rave about the dash and dare of Lionel Shriver's
fiction can rejoice that The Post-Birthday World, a `Sliding Doors'-style joint tale of alternative loves and
lives, will garner the attention she always deserves'Independent `Shriver gives us another passionate novelâ
¦Like Sliding Doors, the tale splits into two, following the dramatic turns of each choice.
Brilliant'Cosmopolitan `It's another domestic drama with a compelling twistâ ¦the power struggle between the
sexes is spot-on. Shriver chalks her narrative cue with relish and, once the story gets underway, it's hard to
take your eyes off the green baize'Tatler `'The Post-Birthday World' is Lionel Shriver's forthcoming work
about the dilemmas of love - a must if you were gripped by `We Need To Talk About Kevin''Harper's Bazaar

About the Author

Lionel Shriver's novels include The New Republic, So Much for That, The Post-Birthday World, and the
international bestseller We Need to Talk About Kevin. Her journalism has appeared in The Guardian, the
New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and many other publications.

From AudioFile
Gifted narrator Susan Ericksen uses all her well-honed talent in this story of bickering siblings. After her
parents die, Corlis McCrea moves back to North Carolina and her family's rambling mansion, willed to all
three children. Her timid younger brother has never left home, but her older brother moves back in, sparking
much conflict. Ericksen portrays all of Shriver's characters with equal skill but shines brightest when Corlis
is center stage in this story of a middle child who is trying to make everything work out well. Shriver and
Ericksen deliver a literary examination of generational legacy and why we are the people we turn out to be.
R.O. © AudioFile 2009, Portland, Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allison Carson:

The book A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel
to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide A
Perfectly Good Family: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Stanley Torres:

This A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel can be on the list of great books you must have is

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027671


actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Perfectly Good Family: A
Novel giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Edward Lott:

Exactly why? Because this A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Norma Baumgarten:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get previous to. The A Perfectly Good Family: A Novel giving you a different experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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