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Bitter cold and constant snow. Polar bears, seals, and killer whales. Victor
Frankenstein chasing his monstrous creation across icy terrain in a dogsled. The
arctic calls to mind a myriad different images. Consisting of the Arctic Ocean
and parts of Canada, the United States, Russia, Greenland, Finland, Norway and
Sweden, the arctic possesses a unique ecosystem—temperatures average negative
29 degrees Fahrenheit in winter and rarely rise above freezing in summer—and
the indigenous peoples and cultures that live in the region have had to adapt to
the harsh weather conditions. As global temperatures rise, the arctic is facing an
environmental crisis, with melting glaciers causing grave concern around the
world. But for all the renown of this frozen region, the arctic remains far from
perfectly understood.
 
In A History of the Arctic, award-winning polar historian John McCannon
provides an engaging overview of the region that spans from the Stone Age to the
present. McCannon discusses polar exploration and science, nation-building,
diplomacy, environmental issues, and climate change, and the role indigenous
populations have played in the arctic’s story. Chronicling the history of each
arctic nation, he details the many failed searches for a Northwest Passage and the
territorial claims that hamper use of these waterways. He also explores the
resources found in the arctic—oil, natural gas, minerals, fresh water, and
fish—and describes the importance they hold as these resources are depleted
elsewhere, as well as the challenges we face in extracting them.
 
A timely assessment of current diplomatic and environmental realities, as well as
the dire risks the region now faces, A History of the Arctic is a thoroughly
engrossing book on the past—and future—of the top of the world.
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Bitter cold and constant snow. Polar bears, seals, and killer whales. Victor Frankenstein chasing his
monstrous creation across icy terrain in a dogsled. The arctic calls to mind a myriad different images.
Consisting of the Arctic Ocean and parts of Canada, the United States, Russia, Greenland, Finland, Norway
and Sweden, the arctic possesses a unique ecosystem—temperatures average negative 29 degrees Fahrenheit
in winter and rarely rise above freezing in summer—and the indigenous peoples and cultures that live in the
region have had to adapt to the harsh weather conditions. As global temperatures rise, the arctic is facing an
environmental crisis, with melting glaciers causing grave concern around the world. But for all the renown of
this frozen region, the arctic remains far from perfectly understood.
 
In A History of the Arctic, award-winning polar historian John McCannon provides an engaging overview of
the region that spans from the Stone Age to the present. McCannon discusses polar exploration and science,
nation-building, diplomacy, environmental issues, and climate change, and the role indigenous populations
have played in the arctic’s story. Chronicling the history of each arctic nation, he details the many failed
searches for a Northwest Passage and the territorial claims that hamper use of these waterways. He also
explores the resources found in the arctic—oil, natural gas, minerals, fresh water, and fish—and describes
the importance they hold as these resources are depleted elsewhere, as well as the challenges we face in
extracting them.
 
A timely assessment of current diplomatic and environmental realities, as well as the dire risks the region
now faces, A History of the Arctic is a thoroughly engrossing book on the past—and future—of the top of the
world.
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Editorial Review

Review
2013 Outstanding Academic Title, Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries

"While containing an almost insatiable wealth of information, this book is incredibly fun to read… This
reviewer [is] deeply impressed by the eloquence with which McCannon has approached the theme of the
book…It should be a prerequisite for all those interested in Arctic history and/or engaged in studying the
Arctic one way or the other." -- Polar Record (Cambridge University)

'I have long sought an outstanding general environmental history of the Arctic only to be disappointed. John
McCannon's new work, A History of the Arctic, admirably fills this need.... It is a thoughtful, broadly-
considered, and sometimes provocative study that offers a transnational perspective on the profound changes
over time taking place in this significant region.' --Roger D. Launius, Senior Curator in the Division of Space
History, National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institute

'A dazzling tour d'horizon . . . Anyone who cares about the Arctic should read this sobering book. Let's hope
his gloomy predictions are wrong. I suspect he is right.' --Klaus Dodds, Professor of Geopolitics Royal
Holloway, University of London

'A remarkable voyage through the Arctic, from its misty past to contentious present. A graceful writer with a
fine eye for telling detail, McCannon offers an exciting, broad-sweep tour ... A must-read volume for the
general public and scholars alike.' - -- Ronald E. Doel Florida State University

"This is one of the few books in English (as well as, arguably, the best one) to deal with these themes from a
widely comprehensive circumpolar perspective rather that a strictly national one. The chapter 'Crusades,' for
example... examines not only those explorers familiar to English speakers, but also lesser-known Finns,
Icelanders, Faroese, Greenlanders, and Russians. Indigenous people also figure large in these pages. This
makes the book tremendously valuable; as an added bonus, it is approachably and engagingly written. It
should serve for some considerable time as the standard work on the subject....Essential." -- Choice

"John McCannon's book is a valuable and timely addition....It's never dull, and [McCannon] possesses a keen
eye for detail, especially in chronicling the region's wildlife and the painful transition from exploration to
exploitation....This is a thoughtful, provocative study that should be read by anyone who cares about the
Arctic's fate." -- Geographical Magazine

About the Author

John McCannon is associate professor of history at Southern New Hampshire University and the author of
Red Arctic: Polar Exploration and the Myth of the North in the Soviet Union, 1932-1939.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Nicholas Walsh:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled A History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and Exploitation your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The A History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and
Exploitation giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Bobby Gonsalves:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This A History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and
Exploitation can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have A History of the
Arctic: Nature, Exploration and Exploitation.

Denise Niemi:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and
Exploitation was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A History of the Arctic:
Nature, Exploration and Exploitation has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.

Dora Mohammed:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book A History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and Exploitation we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book A
History of the Arctic: Nature, Exploration and Exploitation. You can more desirable than now.
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